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39. AMFAYRLAK 40. ¢4 X 4. FEX *EFREXT= (FR)
39. THE IMPERFECT OF THE REGULAR VERB

The Imperfect generally denotes an incompleted action. For

the time being it may be regarded loosely as representing the
English future tense.

he will keep  =iag he will judge ° vbY”

she ,, ,, ']mvn she ,, DDWI'I
thou (m.) wilt ,, “hwn thou (m.) wilt ,, vbYn
thou (f.) ,, ,, *j@gj;ﬁ thou (f.) ,, ,, ﬂugr}n
Le)wil ,, by I(c)will |, VYR
they (m.) ,, ,, L lal g they (m.) ,, ,, wee?
they (f) ,, n;wmﬁn they (f.) ,, ,, n;bévn
ye (m.) ,, 10 ye(m.) ,, ,, WwBYn
ye(f) ., nyyhwn ye(®) ., ,  muwbyn
WE(C) 4 5 pial 7 we (¢.) ,, vbY)

40. THE IMPERATIVE

The Imperative is the shortest form of the verb inflected on
the analogy of the Imperfect, so that its form appears to be that
of the Imperfect without a prefix, thus:

keep thou (m.) "1'?31? judge thou (m.) Loy
» thou (f.)  »ymye - » thou(f) svoy®
noye(m)  yymgie »  ye (m.) WYL

» o ve(f)  mpyby woove()  mpby
2 I'rom "% and :m:_gzj ® From “ppy and DY

41. NEGATIVE COMMANDS OR PROHIBITIONS
A negative command or prohibition is expressed by the familiar
“Thou shalt not . ..”, “Ye shall not . . .’, ie. by the negative with
the Imperfect; the negative is never used with the Imperative.
Thou (m.) shalt not keep is (i) YN X7 for permanent pro-
hibition, and (i) '1?3@7'1_’1 ?X for immediate prohibition. (In
colloquial English (i) means ‘ Never keep’, and (i1) ‘Do not keep
—now".)

® Cf. J.Weingreen, A Practical Grammar for Classical Hebrew.




